LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting held in the Small Hall, High Street, Leigh, Monday 1st August 2011 commencing at 8pm under the chairmanship of Cllr. Stratton-Brown.

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs. P. Croft, D. Bennie and S. Smith.

PRESENT: Cllrs. C. Stratton-Brown (Chairman), J. Knock, A. Johnston, G. Marchant, R.Swallow, B. Doherty. 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. J Butler (Clerk).
2. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST.  Cllrs. Stratton-Brown, Doherty and Swallow declared prejudicial interests as members of Leigh Tennis Club for items 5 and 10.
3. MINUTES from the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 4th July 2011 were approved and a copy will be brought to the next meeting for the Chairman to sign. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 4th July 2011.  The Clerk was asked to provide a map of ownership between Sevenoaks District Council and West Kent Housing Association of the area around the pond in Crandalls.  The Clerk reported that she had been advised by Kent Highway Services that the white lines by the Green that had not been replaced after the resurfacing of Hildenborough Road last year would be reinstated by 31st August.
5. PLANNING
After a query from Cllr. Doherty, there was a short discussion about the correct procedure for evaluating planning applications.
Planning applications: SE/11/01362/FUL  Agricultural dwelling renovation, Coppins Farm, Coppins Road, Leigh TN11 8PN.  Renovation, amendments to roof and external finish.   Cllrs. supported this application. 

SE/11/01559/FUL  The Farmhouse, Charcott Farm, Charcott, TN11 8LG  Removal of timber storage sheds and lean to store.  Construction of new annexe and link.  Cllrs. had no objection to this application but wished the Clerk to draw the District planners’ attention to the size of the extension with reference to the 50% rule.  Cllrs. felt that the rule should be applied consistently, and the proposal was in danger of dominating the original part of the building.  

SE/11/01729/CONVAR Leigh Tennis Club, Lealands Avenue, Leigh TN11 8QU.  Variation of condition 6 of SE/00/01595 (lighting not between 9pm-9am) to vary times specified in condition to 9.45pm-9am.  Cllr. Swallow declared an interest as Chairman of the Tennis Club but was permitted to explain the proposal.  Due to expanding membership, increased use of the courts by children after school has diminished the use by adults, and therefore the Club wish to extend play by 45 minutes.  The closest neighbours have no objection with regard to noise.  After some discussion, the remaining three Cllrs. without a prejudicial interest agreed to support an extension of 30minutes (until 9.30pm).
Planning decisions by Sevenoaks District Council (SDC): 
Grant of Planning Permission: SE/10/01017/FUL Wansfell, Greenview Avenue, Leigh TN11 8QT.  Single storey rear extension, part two storey side extension and first floor side extension, extension to form loft conversion with rear dormer, flank window and front roof light.

Refusal of Planning Permission: SE/11/01236/FUL Wickhurst Oast, Coppings Road, Leigh TN11 8PS.   Proposed replacement garage building.  SE/11/01048/FUL & 49/LBCALT Little Keepers, Charcott, Leigh TN11 8LG.  Demolition of existing outbuildings and construction of an extension.

Appeal: APP/G2245/D/11/2156296 SE/11/00360/FUL 2 New Cottages Charcott, TN11 8LJ.  Demolition of existing sheds & erection of studio/workshop, resiting of existing oil tank.

Application no longer valid: SE/11/01644/FUL 5 Hunter Seal, Leigh TN11 9AW.  Erection of single storey rear extension under a part pitched and part flat roof.

Notice of work to trees in a conservation area: SE/11/01805/WTCA Old Kennards, Hildenborough Road, Leigh TN11 8RE.  Remove 1 Oak tree and pollard 2 willow trees.   
6. TO DECIDE ON RESPONSE TO THE DISTRICT COUNCIL’S LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS.

After councillors’ evaluation during the past month, and in particular Cllrs. Smith, Doherty and Stratton-Brown, the Chairman read out a summary of the points the Clerk should submit to Sevenoaks District Council by 4th August, copying District Councillor Alison Cook.  The summary included the points emailed to the Clerk by the Chairman on 26th June, and augmented by Cllr. Smith on 27th June.   A few items were amended during a short discussion, and the Clerk later emailed confirmation to Cllrs. Smith, Doherty and Stratton-Brown before submission.
7.  TO UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS OF LINKING PEDESTRIAN ACCESS BETWEEN KNOTLEY HALL - CHIDDINGSTONE CAUSEWAY.  
No report - the Clerk has still not received any information from David Smith of Kent County Council (KCC) Countryside Access, and has again asked Kent County Cllr. Lake for assistance.
 8. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PARISH CLERK VACANCY.

Three interviews have been arranged by the Clerk for 3rd and 8th August at the Chairman’s house as there is no availability in the Small Hall on 3rd August.  Cllrs. agreed to delegate the final decision to the interview panel of Cllrs. Doherty, Knock and the Chairman.
9. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS INCLUDING: to receive an update on advice regarding Crandalls Pond.  
The Clerk had contacted ACRK who were unable to advise but had suggested contacting the BCTV (British Conservation Trust of Volunteers) who used to have a pond scheme.
Jubilee bench – the Clerk has forwarded to Ms Jeffries the estimates obtained from Richard Maslen (£1,245 for oak)and Brodie Hall (£475 for cedar as per his original) to replace the bench and is awaiting a response.

The Clerk has received a complaint on the untidy appearance of Charcot Green and Cllrs. asked her to obtain a revised estimate from Peter Croft to include strimming as well as mowing.

10. TO DISCUSS THE IDEA OF AN ALL-WEATHER COURT ON THE SCHOOL PLAYING FIELDS.

Cllr. Swallow has been researching the possibility of introducing another all weather pitch on the school playing fields in order to make more use of this facility for the wider community.  He has spoken with the school who are interested in the project and will be discussing it further when the governors next meet.  This would enable a multitude of users including hockey, tennis and cricket nets.  It would be a self funded project and the Hockey Association may be able to help.  Cllr. Swallow has spoken with Kent County Council who are planning to carry out drainage works soon to alleviate flash flooding caused by poor draining clay soil.  The Clerk was asked to write to Michael Bennet of KCC to request that drainage works are delayed whilst the project is considered.
11. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE.

Martin Avison and Ian Bishop have yet to meet to discuss handing over.
12. VILLAGE HALLS.   No report.

13.  AGED PERSONS DWELLING. 
The gutters at no. 2 need clearing and the Clerk was asked to check if Peter Croft could carry out the work to both bungalows.   Cllr. Johnston now has the key to the old kitchen for no. 2 and will fix the new handle.
14. TO DISCUSS ANY PUBLIC TRANSPORT ISSUES.

No report.
15. CORRESPONDENCE was circulated at the meeting, with the main items of interest listed below.
	Correspondence up to 1st August
	Action/Copy

	Email from Kent Highways Services regarding Clerk’s enquiry about the 20mph sign on Coppins Road/Philpots Lane bend: “I am informed by the Comms Operations that there is no budget allocated for road marking. It is very likely that such works will still have to be prioritised as safety critical when funding is available.  I am sorry that I do not have a positive response for you.”
	

	Sevenoaks District Council’s Guide to Recycling, posters and flyers.
	Noticeboards

	CPRE’s ‘Kent Voice Summer’ 2011
	Cllr. Smith

	Local Government Update
	Cllrs. Stratton-Brown/Doherty

	KCPF newsletter Summer 2011
	Cllr. Knock

	SDC Development Services Structure chart from 1st August 2011
	Clerk to email Cllrs. and copy Cllr. Knock


16. FINANCIAL MATTERS, to consider:
Cllrs. proposed and seconded approval for the following cheques.

	
	Clerks expenses 
	
	VAT

	
	mileage @ .40p pm
	£22.08
	

	
	working from home allowance
	£35.00
	

	
	stamps
	
	

	
	Less balance of overpayment from April '11
	-£16.64
	-£14.42

	
	Total
	£40.44
	-£14.42

	
	
	
	

	chq. no.
	List of Cheques
	Amount
	of which VAT

	1191
	Clerk's expenses 
	£40.44
	-£14.42

	1198
	Clerk's salary 
	£473.96
	£0.00

	1199
	Clerk's pension 
	£124.91
	£0.00

	1200
	KCC Landscape Services to The Green, first half
	£486.07
	£81.01

	direct debit
	BT: Clerk's telephone
	£82.94
	£13.82

	1201
	P Croft: mowing
	£125.00
	£0.00

	
	Total:
	£1,333.33
	£80.41


17. ANY FURTHER MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION
The PCC has requested a grant towards producing the Parish News, but as this item arrived after the agenda had been set it will be discussed at the next meeting. 

The Clerk reported that the old The Green road sign by the school was broken, and hesitated to report it to KHS as Cllrs. may think that the original was more charming and could instead be fixed.  Cllrs. will take a look and report back.
There has been a complaint regarding the filling in of lay-bys on Cinder Hill and the Clerk will discuss this matter with Kent Highway Services. 

Cllr. Doherty spoke as Chairman of Leigh School governors and thanked the Parish Council for their support with the plans for the new classroom.

The meeting closed at 10.30pm.  
The next meeting will be on Monday 5th September 2011 in the Small Hall, High Street, Leigh.  
Signed……………………………................

                                                                                                                                          Chairman...................................................

Date……………………………….................
LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

Before each Parish Council meeting there is a period of ten minutes for questions from members of the public, called the Open Session, and a period of fifteen minutes for reports from County and District Councillors .  

Minutes of the Open Session and Reports held in the Small Hall, High Street, Leigh, Monday 1st August 2011 commencing at 8pm under the chairmanship of Cllr. Stratton-Brown.

There was a complaint during the open session concerning the apparent domination of The Green by those playing cricket.  Cllrs. stated that users of the Green should approach the Clerk for permission and also to resolve any clash of dates.  The Clerk will be meeting with Nigel Shaw of the Cricket Club soon to discuss parking on The Green during matches.
Ms Ottaway complained that the area between Crandalls and Meadow Bank was overgrown and there was no clear responsibility between Sevenoaks District Council and West Kent Housing Association.  The pond area was appalling and operatives had not returned after their strimmer had broken.  

Cllrs. advised that they were aware of the situation and were trying to improve matters – see agenda and minutes since June.
REPORTS

Kent County Councillor Peter Lake sent his apologies for absence, and sent the Clerk correspondence about the recent accident by Laundry Cottages.  The Clerk was asked to seek the views of the Council with regard to extending the 30mph limit much further back to take account of the dangerous bend.  Councillors were extremely supportive of better signage at Laundry Cottage, but felt that extending the 30mph would be counter-productive and actually harm the entry into the village itself, as they feel that drivers would not adhere to such a low limit so far outside the built up environment of the village.  They would be more receptive to a 40mph limit.
 
District Councillor Alison Cook talked about the induction of new councillors at the District Council (SDC) which included meeting the new planning team.  She also talked about the Localism Bill and how Parish Plans can play a role as long as they conform to national and regional guidelines.  Community plans may have a higher profile than the Village Design Statement.  Cllr. Cook introduced the new fund where councillors can bid up to £3k for something of benefit to the community, excluding schools.  She will be visiting the new Pembury Hospital soon with its new A&E wing.

Cllr. Cook requested if the PCC could put a noticeboard on Parish Council land near the Church gate on The Green.  The Clerk replied that it might be easier for Cllrs. to discuss if Cllr. Cook could identify the site on the map that the Clerk sent last month.

Cllr. Cook asked the Clerk to report the broken Powdermill sign adjacent to the war memorial, and outlined the discussions so far at the District Council concerning the future use of the public toilets in Leigh.  Cllrs. were extremely concerned that the school would not be given first option on utilising this building, and the Clerk was asked to write to Jim Latheron of SDC expressing their views, copying all councillors.
RE: Leigh Civil Protection Group‏

	From:
	Colin Stratton-Brown (colin.stratton-brown@talktalk.net) 



	Sent:
	27 June 2011 15:24:30

	To: 
	Janice.leighclerk@hotmail.co.uk (janice.leighclerk@hotmail.co.uk)


Thanks - letter sent,
 
Colin
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Janice.leighclerk@hotmail.co.uk
[mailto:janice.leighclerk@hotmail.co.uk]
Sent: 24 June 2011 16:37
To: Colin Stratton-Brown
Subject: Re: Leigh Civil Protection Group
 
Sort code is 30 16 07 and acct no. 78432508.
 
Regards,
 
Janice
 
Janice Butler
Parish Clerk
 
On 24 Jun 2011, at 11:56, "Colin Stratton-Brown" <colin.stratton-brown@talktalk.net 
wrote:
 
 Janice,

The current inhabitants living in Burstock, Penshurst Road, for many 
years have been receiving odd communications about a bank account for the 
Civil Protection Group and binning them. However, they have just given me 
the latest letter. I rang up the bank and found that they are sitting 
on about £34. The Civil Protection Group was last active about 20 years ago.
Luckily I am still a signatory and they will accept a letter from me 
closing the account.

I propose to ask them to transfer the money to the Parish Council. I 
assume the name of the account is 'Leigh Parish Council' but what is the 
account number and sort code, please?

 Colin
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