LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Leigh Parish Council Meeting held in the Small Hall,

High Street, Leigh on Monday 9TH JANUARY 2012 at 8pm

under the chairmanship of Cllr. Stratton-Brown

PRESENT: 
Cllr. C. Stratton-Brown (Chairman), Cllr D. Bennie (until 8.45pm), Cllr P. Croft, 

Cllr B. Doherty, Cllr A. Johnston, Cllr J. Knock, Cllr G. Marchant, Cllr S. Smith and 

Cllr R. Swallow (until 9.30pm)
APOLOGIES:
District Cllr Mrs A. Cook
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Mrs L. Kleinschmidt (Clerk), Mr Lee Newlyn (Barton Willmore Planning Consultants), Mr Steve O’Halloran (Hillreed Homes Ltd), Mr David Bedford (Sevenoaks District Council) and public.
Open Session

Cllr Stratton-Brown welcomed Dave Bedford from SDC, Lee Newlyn from Barton Willmore Planning Consultants and Steve O’Halloran from Hillreed Homes Ltd.   Mr Newlyn said that the site has a good score for sustainability for a village of this scale, and the site is mentioned in the SDC site allocation document.  The site is half a hectare in size and there are two proposals to be considered: (i) 13 dwellings which followed the minimum dwelling criteria of 30 homes per hectate.  There would be a mix of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom units, and 4 of the 13 units would be affordable housing, or (ii) 6 larger dwellings as executive homes, 1 of which would be an affordable home.   A tree survey has already been carried out.
Mr Bedford said that SDC has an adopted core strategy as part of the Local Development Framework.  Policies include an affordable housing policy and a density policy, which states that there is an expectation of 30 homes per hectare.  As a starting point, SDC would like to see approximately 13 homes on this site, which satisfies the density policy, and would mean that protected Green Belt land is not released for housing.

Cllr Doherty asked about access to the site, and Mr Newlyn said that Hollow Trees Drive would be used as the access, as previously agreed for the Berkeley Homes scheme. There would need to be some improvements to the lane and adequate sight lines would be required.  There would be three passing places on the lane prior to the access to the site itself.  The access was agreed with Les Jones from SDC as it would have the least impact on trees.

Cllr Johnston asked whether the affordable housing units would be for sale or rent, and whether they would be managed by West Kent Housing.  Mr Newlyn said that this has yet to be decided.  Cllr Stratton-Brown asked whether there would be a S.206 agreement in place to ensure that the affordable housing units are for local people, and Mr Bedford said that, in principle, this is possible but the details have not yet been agreed.

Cllr Swallow said that the impact on the village needs to be considered, such as infrastructure, school places etc. and this is a contributing factor when considering the number of houses on the site.

Cllr Stratton-Brown asked whether there could be planning gain for the village, such as a grant to the school which is in the process of fund-raising for a new classroom.  Mr Bedford said that this is possible if, for example, the school’s expansion is a direct result of the development.

Cllr Bennie asked whether the surface drainage problem will be addressed, which Mr Newlyn said it would.  Cllr Bennie advised that there is a lot of fly-tipping on the site.

Mr Bedford advised that timescales are tight and would like the Parish Council’s comments immediately after the February Parish Council meeting.  The details of the development will be added to their allocations document, which will go to public consultation in May 2012, and the final document will be available in mid-to-late 2013.  Even if the development is detailed in the allocations document, planning permission would still be required but it has a higher chance of success.  As an alternative, a planning application could be submitted now and it would be considered against current policy. This approach could be quicker.
Mr Bedford, Mr Newlyn, Mr Halloran and Cllr Bennie left the meeting at 8.45pm. 
Report by District Cllr Mrs Cook
Mr James Cook read D.Cllr Mrs Cook’s report.  ‘Local Authorities will again bear the brunt of public spending cuts with a warning that these stringent measures will continue until at least 2017.  The total loss over 2 years is in the order of 19.8%.  The Treasury is proposing to ‘set aside’ business rates income to fund the Exchequer from 2013, which is disappointing.  The Government will also top slice this year’s New Home Bonus, but SDC is hoping to continue the Big Community Fund for this year. There are new parking rules, and SDC will be taking action against motorists who park across dropped kerbs or if parked too far from the kerb. The Sevenoaks District Community Safety Partnership has partly funded a new initiative to support and help victims of domestic abuse, and can be contacted on 01892-570538.   Homeowners and landlords are being urged to bring empty properties back into use and SDC can provide help and advice on this.   D.Cllr Mrs Cook advised that complaints have been received over the ‘no parking’ signs at the school – could they be lowered, at least, as they do not sit comfortably in the conservation area.’

Closed Session

1. Apologies for absence were received from District Cllr Mrs Cook.
2. Declaration of personal and prejudicial interest in respect of matters to be discussed – none.
3. The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th December 2011 were approved and duly signed.  Proposed by Cllr Doherty, seconded by Cllr Knock, and all were in favour.
4. To report on matters arising from the minutes not otherwise on the agenda – none.
5. Planning
i. to consider applications received
i. SE/11/03303/FUL: Sandalwood House, High Street, Leigh. TN11 8RN - erection of oak framed orangery at rear to replace existing conservatory. Members supported this application.
ii. SE/11/03318/CONVAR: 12 Hunter Seal, Leigh. TN11 9AW - variation of condition of SE/11/03132/ FUL - increase in height of extension roof to facilitate installation of twin wall flue from the extension. Members supported this application.

iii. SE/11/03333/FUL: The Old Vicarage, Moorden Lane, Chiddingstone Causeway. TN11 8JE - demolition of outbuildings. Erection of two storey extension. Relocation of existing garages. Members supported this application.

iv. SE/11/02615/FUL: Baytree Cottage, Greenview Avenue, Leigh - erection of two storey rear extension, two front dormers and remodling of existing two storey front dormers, front porch and new chimney (amended description). Members supported this application.  
v. SE/11/02612/FUL: South Wing, Knotley Hall, Tonbridge Road, Chiddingstone Causeway - erection of single storey orangery extension to rear elevation (amended application - ownership certificate received). No response required.
ii. to consider any action required regarding land to the rear of Garden Cottages
Members agreed to view the plans and to discuss at the February Parish Council meeting. Clerk to put copies of the plans on the noticeboards and to put details in the parish magazine, asking for comments.  Members briefly discussed the Glaxo Smith Kline site, and asked the Clerk to write to SDC to say that the site must remain an industrial site and not be redeveloped as residential.
iii. The Clerk reported the following notification of planning decisions:

· SE/11/02507/LBCALT – Moorden Farmhouse, Moorden Lane, Chiddingstone Causeway TN11 8JD: convert corner bedroom into 2 new shower/wc rooms, remove existing fireplace, reinstate fireplace onto same chimney breast in room below. Replace two first floor windows, replace external door and adj. window on south elevation with pair french windows.  Application approved.
· SE/11/02760/FUL & SE/11/02761/LBCALT – Moorden Farmhouse, Moorden Lane, Chiddingstone Causeway TN11 8JD: convert existing attic room in roof void into games room with installation of two small dormer windows into south facing pitch of roof. Application approved.

· SE/11/02870/FUL – The Cottage, Southwood, Scabharbour Road, Hildenborough: the erection of two storey rear extension and side hip-to-gable extension. Application approved.
· SE/11/02675/FUL – Wickhurst Brook, Coppings Road, Leigh. TN11 8PR: erection of single storey sitting room extension and porch extension. Reason: inappropriate development in the Green Belt.  Application refused.
Notification of refusal of appeal to recover costs against SDC:

2 New Cottages, Charcott, Chiddingstone Causeway, Tonbridge‏.
6. Environment
i. The Clerk reported that she has met Lynne Flower, the Hildenborough Pond Warden, and given her the key to the new padlock on the pond gate.  Lynne will take water samples and keep us informed.
ii. The Clerk reported that Rev’d Kevis has removed the dead branch from the tree in his garden that overhung the War Memorial Green but has asked that the Parish Council clear the ditches on the Green on the boundary with his garden.  Members agreed that the hedges will need cutting first and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Rev’d Kevis and his neighbour to advise that if they cut back the hedge, the Parish Council will clear the ditches.  Cllr Marchant undertook give an estimate of the cost for clearing the ditches.
7. Rural Broadband

The Clerk reported that SDC is creating a Broadband Steering Group in order to try and secure money from DEFRA for broadband infrastructure improvements to a number of parishes in the south of the Sevenoaks District and Bidborough and Speldhurst in the Tunbridge Wells borough. The first meeting of this steering group is on the 12th January at 10am at the Tunbridge Wells Town Hall.   Cllr Swallow has expressed interest in being the representative of our area on this Steering Group.  SDC has advised that it is essential that people vote for improved broadband at www.kent.gov.uk/broadband.  Clerk to advise in parish magazine.
(Cllr Swallow left the meeting at 9.30pm)
8. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

The Clerk reported that she put a piece in the Parish Magazine asking for people to help organise events, but so far no-one has come forward.   Speaking to other parish clerks, it would appear that very few parish councils are actually organising events, but are giving small grants to local groups.   A communication has been received from NALC: ‘You will be pleased to know that the above project celebrating The Queen's Diamond Jubilee next year is proceeding well. I believe we will have 1012 Beacon locations confirmed by Christmas. The Beacons will be lit between the hours of 10pm and 10.30pm on Monday 4th June 2012. Her Majesty The Queen will be lighting the National Beacon in central London around 10.30pm. If for any reason your Council is unable to take part in The Queen's Diamond Jubilee Beacons, I would be grateful if you would be kind enough to let me know as soon as possible.’  Members agreed that they did not want to organize a beacon.
9. To consider Grounds Maintenance contract for 2012

KCC Landscape Services have advised the Parish Council of their pricing structure for 2012:
i.
To gang mow the Green on 21 occasions
£729.20

ii.
To spike the football pitch on 3 occasions weather permitting from Oct to Mar
£105.21

iii.
To quad play pitch on 1 occasion in April
£50.25

iv.
To roll the whole Green in both directions in April, weather permitting
£191.28

v.
To contravate the football pitch in April
£343.91

vi.
To fertilise the whole Green on 1 occasion in April
£247.08

All prices subject to VAT.  Members agreed the above, and Clerk to sign and return contract.
10. Highways - to report any outstanding and new highway matters
i.
The Clerk reported that an email has been received from David Hutchings regarding the listed wall fronting the fields on the B2027, Hildenborough Road. ‘The above wall has gradually, but seriously, deteriorated over the past few years and now to the point where much of it is in a really dreadful state of repair, with some sections missing.  It has now become a conspicuous eyesore on the approach to this lovely village.  Much of the long section of the wall that runs from Bungalow Cottage to Home Farm Close has been in an appalling state of repair for some time; much of the damage due to a number of road accidents when cars have hit, and even gone through, the wall with no attempt by the land owners at repairs or refurbishment to the wall afterwards. Recently, a section of the wall near to the left hand side entrance of Home Farm Close completely collapsed and further along the wall numerous large stones are missing.  Therefore, a large proportion of this whole wall is now either completely missing, overgrown, collapsed, or a just mixture of pieces of wood, junk, debris etc.’   An email has also been received from Nicky Twort at SDC in this regard “This wall is indeed listed, as a curtilage structure to Hall Place. I have been in communication with the owners since February last year and they advised me at the end of December that repair work would start (weather permitting) early this year. There are indeed legal powers under which the Local Planning Authority can require repair works to be carried out (the Town and Country Planning Act 1990).”  Members asked the Clerk to write to Nicky Twort and ask whether the whole stretch of wall is included.
ii.
The Clerk reported that an email has been received from Nicola Clinch, Enforcement at SDC.  “Mrs McDowall of Pump Cottage, High Street, Leigh (01732 838020) is complaining that the lorries accessing Wheelwrights Cottage to undertake building works (SE/08/02009) are causing damage to the access road. I understand that this access road is owned by the Parish Council. You may wish to look into the matter. In the meantime I will advise Mrs McDowall that this is not a planning matter.”   Cllr Johnson advised that this can be discussed at the next Village Hall Management Committee.
iii.
The wall opposite the village shop is in need of re-pointing, and Cllr Croft to investigate.
iv.
There is damage to the south side of The Green due to vehicles having to use the grass area to bypass stationary builders’ vehicles at Podium House. Clerk to ask the owners to arrange for the Green to be reinstated when the work is completed.
11. To receive an update on the Parish Council website

The Clerk reported that she has cancelled the renewal of the old website hosting with Fast Hosts.  This will cease on 16th January.   The new website with Vision ICT will go live on the 16th January.  The domain is also purchased through Fast Hosts, and renewal for this is 16th January 2013, but Vision ICT will take this on for us as well.  There is a fair amount of information on the website already, but any photographs and/or other information would be welcome.
12. Village halls update

The Clerk reported that she has received a letter from BDO LLP re: John Jarvis Limited (‘the Company’) – in Creditors’ Voluntary Liquidation. (Clerk’s Note: John Jarvis Ltd undertook the building work necessary on the conversion of part of the large Village Hall into the doctors’ surgery.  The Parish Council paid their invoice and then shortly afterwards they went into administration.)  
13. To receive update on Aged Persons Dwellings
The Clerk reported that the British Gas HomeCare 200 policies for Landlords including the Landlord’s Gas Safety Inspection renews in January.  The policy for APD 1 will cost £276.03, and the policy for APD 2 will cost £257.73.  The amounts are taken by Direct Debit and the contracts will continue automatically unless cancelled.
14. To discuss any public transport issues including the minibus scheme

The Clerk reported that she advertised the minibus services again in the Parish Magazine and will see what develops.
15. To report on correspondence received

The Clerk reported that lists of correspondence received have been circulated, and drew members’ attention to the following:
i.
Item 2: KCC – consultation on the KCC Household Waste Recycling Centre Service. Deadline for comments 09.02.12
ii.
Item 5: ACRK - digital TV switchover, which is starting in Kent from May 30th 2012. Analogue TV signals will be turned off and Freeview services boosted to reach all areas. After switchover, virtually all homes will be able to receive digital TV free via an aerial, including those served by local relay transmitters. When you switch depends on which transmitter your TV gets its signal from. To find out when you switch and what your digital options are, visit www.digitaluk.co.uk or call Digital UK on 08456 50 50 50.  Clerk to put details in the Parish Magazine.
16. Finance 
i. 2011/12 Accounts: Earmarked Reserves


2011/12 Accounts: Actual and Year End Forecast



2012/13 Budget and Precept Requirements


2012/13 Budget Earmarked Reserves

Members considered the above finances, and approved the 2012-13 Budget.  Cllr Marchant proposed that the precept be increased to £19,500 and Cllr Doherty proposed that the precept remains flat at £18,500.  At vote, four members voted to keep the precept flat, and three members voted to increase the precept.  Therefore, it was resolved to keep the precept for 2012-13 flat at £18,500.
ii.
Cllr Knock proposed that the list of cheques for payment be approved, this was seconded by Cllr Johnson and all were in favour.
iii.
The Clerk reported that she has submitted and received a VAT refund for £2,817.20 for the financial years 2009/10 and 2010/11.  She will submit a claim for the current year at the end of March.
17.
Items for reporting or inclusion in future agenda

i.
Members agreed to consider the level of APD rental for 2012-13 at the February Parish Council meeting.


ii.
Cllr Doherty reported that the school will decide whether to proceed with the new classroom project at their meeting on 7th February.


iii.
Cllr Stratton-Brown gave his apologies for the February and March Parish Council meetings which, in his absence, would be chaired by Cllr Bennie.

The date of the next meeting is Monday 6th February at 8pm in the Small Village Hall, Leigh.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm.
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	List of Cheques
	
	

	
	
	09.01.12
	
	

	chq. no.
	List of Cheques
	Details of payment
	Amount
	of which VAT

	1239
	Clerk
	Salary
	£312.98
	

	1240
	Post Office Ltd
	PAYE
	£105.80
	

	1241
	Clerk
	Working from home/Mileage/petty cash
	£118.80
	

	1242
	KCC
	Clerk's pension contribution
	£143.74
	

	1243
	KCC Com.Services
	2nd half annual maintenance of The Green
	£1,131.40
	£188.57

	1244
	SDC
	Dog bin emptying Oct-Dec'11
	£375.96
	£62.66

	1245
	Vision ICT Ltd
	Hosting and set up of new website
	£450.00
	£75.00

	
	Total:
	
	£2,638.68
	£326.23
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