LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Leigh Parish Council Meeting held in the Small Hall, High Street, Leigh on Monday 5th September 2011 at 8pm under the chairmanship of Cllr. Stratton-Brown
PRESENT: 
Cllrs. C. Stratton-Brown (Chairman), P. Croft, B. Doherty, A. Johnston, J. Knock, 

G. Marchant and S. Smith 
APOLOGIES:
Cllrs D. Bennie and R. Swallow

IN ATTENDANCE: 
County Cllr P. Lake, District Cllr A. Cook, Mrs J. Butler (Clerk), Mrs L. Kleinschmidt (Clerk) and public
Open Session

Report by District Cllr Mrs Cook

District Cllr Mrs Cook firstly thanked Janice very much for all her hard work as Clerk, and wished her luck in the future.  She also welcomed Louise to the role.   District Cllr Mrs Cook reported that she attended a Social Affairs Committee Meeting this week, these meetings have a theme that centres on the Community Plan, and this meeting in particular focused on community safety, which is important in view of the reorganisation of the police and the reduction in the number of PCSOs in the West Kent area.  In preparation for the meeting, some district members had visited the command centre just outside Maidstone, where they had the opportunity to see the CCTV monitors working, including one viewing Sevenoaks High Street.  There is also an opportunity for some district members to go out with a PCSO, and to attend a meeting with police officers.   District Cllr Mrs Cook has also visited the A & E department and the high dependency ward at the new hospital, which was very interesting.  There has been a lot of interest in the Big Community Fund and one of the key parts of an application to the fund is communication, such as a website and how the applicant engages with the community.  District members can make a bid of up to £3,000 per month per application.  Unfortunately, the district ward of Leigh and Chiddingstone Causeway cannot be seen as separate villages, which is a shame.  The Fund will definitely run for this year, possibly longer, and any unspent funds can to rolled forward.   District Cllr Mrs Cook reported that she will go and visit the Sevenoaks Boxing Club on the Gaza Trading Estate to see what level of noise there is and how many vehicles are parking on verges. District Cllr Mrs Cook left the meeting at 8.10pm.
Report by County Cllr Lake

County Cllr Lake also thanked Janice for her help to Leigh as Clerk, she has been a tower of strength and has worked very hard for the parish, especially on highway matters.   County Cllr Lake welcomed Louise to the position.   County Cllr Lake reported that he is in favour of the all weather pitch on the school playing fields.   Regarding the pedestrian access to link Knotley Hall with Chiddingstone Causeway, County Cllr Lake reported that, after chasing, he has received an email from David Smith to say that a draft agreement is almost ready to be sent to the landowner.   The installation of a gate and footway surface will cost approximately £3,000, which County Cllr Lake will make a bid for from his highway fund, so hopefully there will be no cost implication for the parish.   A signed application form will go to KHS for improved signs at Laundry Cottage. There is a new highways officer, who is very good, and hopefully he will agree to a 40mph sign, which County Cllr Lake hoped to finance through his highway fund.  County Cllr Lake reported that he hopes to call a meeting for all parish clerks to meet the new highways team and discuss salt bins, winter maintenance and the filling of potholes.  Ringway no longer has the road maintenance contract, it is now a company called Enterprise, which hopefully will be an improvement.
Cllr Marchant stated that he has received complaints from residents in Cinder Hill as all the passing places have been filled in by someone tipping materials, and asked whether the verges would get a second cut.  The Clerk advised that she will ask Mike Payton and Allan Gibbons at the Highways meeting on Wednesday whether they would be willing to allow local parishes to form a cluster and take on the verge cutting, and possibly the cutting of footpaths, from the County Council with the appropriate funding from KCC. County Cllr Lake stated that he hoped that this would be possible.   Cllr Stratton-Brown reported that clearance is required on footpath 437 to allow wheelchair access – the path was cleared but the debris was not removed so it is still not accessible for wheelchairs. County Cllr Lake left the meeting at 8.20pm.
Questions from members of the Public

None.

Closed Session

1.
Apologies for Absence were received from Cllrs Bennie and Swallow and their reasons for absence were accepted by members.
2.
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interest in respect of matters to be discussed – none.
3.
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st August 2011 were approved and duly signed by the Chairman. 

4. 
To Report on Matters Arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st August 2011
i.
Item 6 - Cllr Stratton-Brown reported that comments have been sent to SDC on the LDF consultation.

ii.
Item 17 - The Clerk reported that the old The Green road sign by the school is broken, and members agreed that Cllr Croft should take a look at it and fix it if possible.

iii.
The Clerk reported that the Family Fun Summer Play Scheme was a success and approximately 70 people attended the Leigh session.
iv.
The Clerk reported that the SDC team who empties the dog bins has advised that three emptyings per week is recommended at The Green and Greenview Avenue, and the remaining dog bins in the parish should be emptied twice a week.

v.
The Clerk reported that there is a meeting with Kent Highway Services on Wednesday 7th September when outstanding highway matters can be raised.
5. 
Planning
i.
SE/11/01644/FUL: 5 Hunter Seal, Leigh – erection of single storey rear extension under a part pitched and part flat roof.  Members had no objection to this application.

ii.
SE/11/02004/CONVAR:  Sevenoaks Boxing Club, 19 Gaza Trading Estate – to vary condition 4 of SE/05/00072/FUL and extend opening times to 08.30-21.30 Mondays to Saturdays and 09.30-12.30 Sundays.  Members had submitted a no objection comment but the Clerk advised that it is possible to submit additional comments.  Members wished to say that they had concerns regarding noise disturbance for neighbours, and there was particular concern about the Sunday opening hours.

Cllr Stratton-Brown suggested that the Clerk mentions in the Parish Magazine that the Parish Council welcomes copies of comments submitted to SDC by residents so that these comments can be taken into account when members consider their response to planning consultations.
6.
To update on the progress of linking pedestrian access between Knotley Hall and Chiddingstone Causeway

Please County Cllr Lake’s report in the Open Session.  Members agreed that the delay in progress is frustrating.
7.
To discuss the location of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee beacons on 4th June 2012


Members considered whether Hall Place or the Church could be considered as possible locations, and Clerk to ask Alison Cook, as Churchwarden, whether the Church could be used as it was the favoured position, being nearer to the centre of the village.  Registration must be made by April 2012, and there will be a cost of £299 + VAT.
8.
To receive an update on replacing the Jubilee Bench


The Clerk reported that payment has been received from the person who damaged the bench, and she has contacted Brodie Hall to ask him to go ahead with the work as specified on his quote, previously agreed.
9.
To discuss the request from the PCC to position a noticeboard on the Green near the Church entrance


Members agreed to defer this item until the next Parish Council meeting in order to ask Alison Cook, as Churchwarden, about the details of this request.

10.
Environmental Matters including advice regarding pond management 

The Clerk reported that she has contacted BCTV (British Conservation Trust of Volunteers), who suggested she contact a pond warden in Hildenborough who might be able to give advice.
11.
To receive an update on the Parish Council website

Cllr Stratton-Brown reported that he is still awaiting receipt of the report from Martin Avison and Ian Bishop.
12. 
Village Halls update

Members agreed that the panelling is coming along well.

13. To receive update on the Aged Persons Dwellings
Cllr Johnson reported that he has been asked to pass on thanks to the Parish Council from Mrs Broad for letting her have one of the bungalows.  Cllr Doherty said that Mrs Broad has worked very hard on her garden, which is looking nice.
14. To discuss any public transport issues

None.
15. 
Correspondence


The list of correspondence received had been circulated prior to the meeting, with the main items of interest are listed below.

i.
Item 4 – Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign.  Clerk to respond on behalf of the Parish Council.
ii.
Item 7 – use of public toilets.  The two parties interested in taking over the toilets are the school and Time to Talk (part of the Parenthood young persons charity).  The matter will be considered by SDC’s Cabinet at the end of September.

iii.
Item 19 – Penshurst Parish Council has asked whether Leigh and Chiddingstone Parish Councils might be interested in joining them in arranging visits of the freighter for parishioners to dispose of their large items of refuse.  The anticipated cost is £185 per morning.  Members agreed to share the costs and agree a date for the freighter to visit Leigh.
16. 
Finance


i.
To approve payment of cheques

Cllr Knock proposed that the list of cheques be approved, this was seconded by Cllr Croft and all were in favour.
	
	Clerks expenses 
	
	VAT

	
	working from home allowance
	£35.00
	

	
	stamps
	£9.84
	

	
	Stationery (4 hole puncher for minutes)
	£10.49
	

	
	Total
	£55.33
	£0.00

	
	
	
	

	chq. no.
	List of Cheques
	Amount
	of which VAT

	1203
	Clerk's expenses (exc. Petrol)
	£55.33
	

	1204
	Clerk's salary 
	£473.96
	

	1205
	Clerk's pension 
	£124.91
	

	1206
	KALC Councillors’ Conference 23/07/11
	£72.00
	£12.00

	1207
	Small Hall hire for meetings
	£104.00
	

	1208
	Leigh Gardening Co. Ltd. Mowing July & August
	£80.00
	

	1209
	Clerk’s petrol expenses
	£22.08
	

	1210
	P Croft: mowing
	£160.00
	

	
	Total:
	£1,092.28
	£12.00



ii.
To consider request from the PCC for a donation towards producing the Parish News

Cllr Stratton-Brown proposed that the Parish Council make the same donation as last year. All members were in favour.

iii.
It was agreed that the Clerk should obtain a form from the bank to add signatories to the account.

17. 
Items for reporting or inclusion in future agenda
i.
The Clerk reported that she has spoken to Nigel Shaw, the Secretary of the Cricket Club, regarding vehicles being parked on The Green during cricket matches.  He said that there is a maximum of 15-20 cars parking there and he has requested that they only stay for the duration of the matches. He feels that there is no alternative parking in the village. Nigel has offered to send the Clerk a copy of the fixture list.
ii.
The Clerk advised that the new Clerk wished to attend the KALC Finance Day, and approval will be sought at the next Parish Council meeting.

iii. Cllr Marchant reported that there is one poplar tree on Porcupine Hill that should be inspected to make sure it is safe.

iv. Cllr Knock asked that Landscape Services are contacted to ask that autumn fertiliser is put on the football pitch.

v. Cllr Smith reported that she attended the Councillors Training Day, and there was some interesting software on display for specific Parish Council use. Cllr Smith undertook to let the Clerk have the information and Clerk to investigate.

vi. Cllr Doherty reported that the hole in the fence at the school was made by a lorry, and the incident was caught on CCTV. The matter is being pursued by insurance. The fence will be repaired or replaced in due course.

vii. Cllr Stratton-Brown thanked the Clerk, Mrs Butler, for all her hard work and commitment to the Parish Council.   Councillors considered membership for the Clerk to the Local Government Pension Scheme. In order to set up a pension for the Clerk Leigh Parish Council has applied for Resolution Body status within the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS).   The Parish Council resolved to offer membership of the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) to the new Clerk, Mrs. Louise Kleinschmidt, from the date of the commencement of her employment on 1st September, 2011.  Councillors also resolved that any new employee in the future appointed to that position should also be allowed to join and confirmed that the previous two clerks were correctly offered membership and did join. This application therefore confirms that Leigh Parish Council has been an employer accepted within the LGPS since at least 1985.  The new Clerk will work 12 hours a week, and it is anticipated, depending upon performance, to increase the new Clerk’s salary by one spinal column point in September 2012.

viii. Members agreed that the Clerk should purchase a gift for the Internal Auditor in gratitude for carrying out the internal audit again this year.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.  
The next meeting will be on Monday 3rd October 2011 at 8.00pm in the Small Hall, High Street, Leigh.  
Signed
……………………………..............

Chairman
……………………………..............

Date
……………………………..............
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