RURAL BROADBAND
Sevenoaks District Council is putting together a bid with Tunbridge Wells Borough Council for a grant from the £20 million Defra fund to improve broadband in rural areas. If successful, this will improve broadband in the parishes of  Leigh, Chiddingstone, Penshurst, Hever and Cowden, plus Speldhurst and Bidborough in the Tunbridge Wells borough. Broadband in these areas was found to be insufficient for residents and businesses and unlikely to get any significant private investment or BDUK funding. Sevenoaks District Council is putting together an expression of interest, as part of the bidding process, and a steering group has been formed.  Leigh Parish Cllr Rob Swallow is a member of this steering group and is representing Leigh and our neighbouring parishes. 
For this bid to succeed it is imperative that people 'Vote for Better Broadband' on the Kent County Council website (www.kent.gov.uk/broadband). It is very simple and takes less than a minute.  Please take a moment to vote, it will benefit us all!
If you work from home, or you run a business in the area and are struggling with poor broadband speed, please contact the Clerk or Cllr Rob Swallow as we need to demonstrate that businesses would benefit from improved broadband.
For more information, please contact the Clerk.
